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were crying out, half in fear, half in protest, and many fainted.
At one time the lines of troops facing the end of the Bayswater
Road were caught on a wave of pressure and broke, and the
road was entirely blocked, but the efforts of police, troops, and
Boy Scouts pushed them back and a line was re-formed, leaving,
however, a narrow passage for the procession. The impersonal
voice from the loud-speaker was heard begging the people to
remember the solemnity of the occasion and the very real
distress of those in the front line of the crowd, but the crowd
continued uneasy and alarmed.
As a result the procession was half an hour late in arriving
at Paddington Station. The funeral train should have reached
Windsor at 12.35, but it was not until 9 minutes past i o'clock
that it was seen approaching the station to the accompaniment
of minute-guns.
The coach containing the coffin was drawn up within a few
yards of the Royal waiting-room. Under the direction of the
Earl Marshal the bearer party entered the coach and the coffin
was borne reverently across the platform to the gun-carriage.
In the stillness the command "Off caps" rang out, and the men
from the Excellent stood with bared heads and hands gripping
the drag-ropes as the bearers passed. On the coffin lay the
Royal Standard, and surmounting it the Crown, the Regalia,
the Insignia of the Order of the Garter, and the Queen's
wreath. Then, for a moment of unforgettable beauty, the
stillness was broken by the wailing of the bos'n's pipe. The
Navy was paying its own tribute to the Monarch whom it
regarded as its special possession. The bos'n's whistle was
piping the call "Admiral alongside." A few seconds later, when
the coffin had been placed on the gun-carriage, came the second
shrill call, "Admiral aboard."
As the sound of the pipe died in the air the final orders were
given. The Earl Marshal took his place in the procession, which
moved slowly forward to the sound of the Funeral March.
As in London, the King walked immediately behind his
father's body, with his brothers a pace in the rear. Behind
them came the foreign Monarchs and Princes, and then a
solitary carriage drawn by a pair of Windsor greys and carrying
Queen Mary, Queen Maud of Norway, the Princess Royal, the
Duchess of York, and Princess Elizabeth. The company which
had assembled on the platform after the arrival of the last
special train joined the procession, and finally came seven cars,
in which rode the other Royal ladies, and the sons of the